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Introduction
Administered by the New Relationship Trust (NRT), the BC Indigenous Clean Energy Initiative (BCICEI) provides support and capacity-building funds to First Nations, tribal councils, and organizations majority owned by First Nations working on the development of clean energy projects in B.C. 

In June 2023, the Province of British Columbia (the Province) announced a contribution of $140 million to NRT to expand the BCICEI and further support small-scale, First Nation-led clean energy projects on BC Hydro's integrated electricity grid. Interest earned from the endowment is now being used to support existing BCICEI funding streams, including pre-construction costs for small, distribution-scale projects.

NRT, the Province, and Pacific Economic Development Canada, with technical input from BC Hydro, are developing a new BCICEI funding stream to support smaller Indigenous-led power projects that may otherwise not be competitive due to their smaller size. 

Request for Information
NRT and the development team are looking for additional information about potential small scale Indigenous-led clean energy projects able to connect to BC Hydro's integrated electricity grid.  
Information collected through this Request for Information (RFI) will be used to further develop the new BCICEI stream while refining program parameters and project eligibility details to encompass current energy projects in BC.  By taking the time to fill in this form now, you can help ensure that the new funding stream includes projections based on current projects and up-to-date costs.    Thank you for helping us develop a funding stream that reflects and supports small, distribution scale Indigenous-led clean energy projects in BC.
Summary of Project Parameters
The following are initial project parameters for the new funding stream:  
· Clean or renewable resource, as defined in BC Clean Energy Act
· Small size (maximum 15 MW)
· Will connect to the BC Hydro distribution system 
· Minimum 51% First Nations project ownership 

Please fill out the RFI form if you are in the development process of a project that meets these parameters.  Additional parameters will be shared as design for the new funding stream is finalized.  BC Hydro’s benchmark price and specimen EPA are under design and will be provided later this year. 

Disclaimer: Completing this RFI does not guarantee future funding from the BCICEI, nor does it guarantee progression towards a contract with BC Hydro.  Completing the RFI is for information purposes only.  We thank you for taking the time to provide this information.




Background
The BCICEI was first developed in 2016 by Western Economic Diversification Canada (now PacifiCan) with funding from the Government of Canada’s Strategic Partnerships Initiative.  In 2019, the Province of British Columbia joined as a funder of the BCICEI.  Since 2016, BCICEI has awarded approximately $30 million to 135 projects by more than 90 First Nations.  Funding for off-grid, remote, and/or diesel-dependent communities is offered under the Community Energy Diesel Reduction (CEDR) Program.
In May 2024, the new funding stream development team released a discussion paper (access here) with a conceptual design for the new BCICEI funding stream. First Nation engagement on the discussion paper included one in-person meeting at the Clean Energy BC Generate conference in Vancouver, four virtual engagement sessions, an on-line survey, multiple social media posts and written submissions and interviews. The Engagement occurred during May and June 2024 and a summary report can be accessed here.  Feedback received on the conceptual design will be incorporated into the funding stream, as will the information gathered through this RFI process.


	For more information about the RFI please attend the upcoming webinar:
· May 1, 2025- 11:00 am- 12:00 pm (PST)
To register please e-mail bciceiapplications@nrtf.ca 
Please submit your completed RFI by 4 pm on May 26, 2025 to bciceiapplications@nrtf.ca







Use and disclosure of information:
New Relationship Trust, on behalf of the Ministry of Energy and Climate Solutions (the “Ministry”), collects, uses, and discloses personal information for the purposes of delivering the BC Indigenous Clean Energy Initiative (BCICEI).  By submitting this Request for Information, the Participant consents and agrees that the Administrators and their contractors and authorized agents may:
a) contact the Participant by phone, mail, email or other method to administer, implement, evaluate and research all elements of the Program, verify information, share information on additional rebate opportunities, and to conduct surveys
b) collect and use information (including personal information) contained in the application or acquired during participation in the Program (including during virtual assessments and site verification) and may disclose the information to affiliates and contractors, any Collaborating Party to administer, implement and evaluate the Program, to conduct research, to confirm eligibility, to verify compliance, for quality assurance, and to develop other programs.

Administrators collect, use, and disclose personal information pursuant to section 15(b)-(e)of the Terms and Conditions, in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FOIPPA), sections 26(c) and (e). For more information, contact:  communitycleanenergy@gov.bc.ca or PO Box 9314 Stn Prov Govt, 4th floor, 1810 Blanshard St, Victoria, BC V8V 9N1, attention: Senior Energy Efficiency Coordinator – Communities.

	A. 
Respondent Information

	First Nation/Organization Name: 	

	Address: 

	Contact Person Information

	Name: 
	Title: 

	Email: 
	Telephone: 

	Partner Organization Information

	Partner Organization Name: 	

	Name: 
	Email:

	Nature of partnership:



	B. Project Information

	In your response, please answer as many questions as possible; not all sections need to be filled out. 
Please fill out one form per project.

	Project Name
	

	Project size (MW)

	

	Location of Project (nearest town, community)

	

	Resource/fuel type 

What kind(s) of renewable resource does this project use?
	☐ Wind
☐ Solar
☐ Hydro
☐ Biomass
☐ Other (please describe)

	Project Description

Please tell us more about your project and how it fits with your energy goals and community needs. Please feel free to share any relevant information.
	

	Project Ownership

Who will own this project?  

Does your project have 51% or more First Nations ownership? Please provide the percentage if known.

	







	Project type

Please select all options that might apply.
	☐ Independent power project – intend to secure a long term (10-30 years) Electricity Purchase Agreement (EPA) for sale of electricity to BC Hydro) .
☐ Self-generation – previously called net metering. Generate electricity for the building where renewable energy technology is connected and send excess energy to the grid. Generation credits are applied to the utility account associated with the building.
☐ Community generation – Generate electricity for the building where renewable energy technology is connected and send excess energy to the grid for a credit. Generation credits are shared virtually between community members.
☐ Load displacement – Generate electricity exclusively for the building where renewable energy technology is connected - no electricity flow to the grid allowed.

	Project Development Stage

What stage is your project currently at?
	☐ Pre-feasibility
☐ Feasibility
☐ Engineering/Design/Pre-Construction
☐ Construction

	Anticipated commercial operation/in service date (month/year)

When will the project start producing electricity?

	

	Anticipated Total Project Cost to completion($K)

Outline all known costs to reach electricity production then maintain the system. 
	
Project Development Costs to completion ($K): _____________________

If costs to connect to the BC Hydro Grid are not included in the above, please add here:  _________________________

Operating expenses per year after completion: ______________________

Other:  __________________ (please outline)


	Expected energy (MWh/year)

	

	Investments & Funding 

Please include information on funding secured for this project

If a funding gap is anticipated, please provide information on how much and at which project development stage(s) it is expected.
	



	Additional comments
Please share any other project information that may be relevant, for example status of permitting, community engagement activities completed, etc.





	AUTHORIZATION OF REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI)



☐  On behalf of my community, I hereby confirm that the information provided within this RFI is true to the best of my knowledge.
☐  I understand that the information provided in this RFI will be shared between members of the BCICEI new funding stream Development Team for the purposes of program design: New Relationship Trust (NRT), Pacific Economic Development Canada (PacifiCan), the Province of British Columbia, and BC Hydro.
☐  I consent that the applicants’ email contact information may be included on the BCICEI mailing list in order to stay informed on affairs related to the BCICEI.
☐  I understand that NRT may share project information included in this RFI with other funding entities to assist them with program design focused on funding small scale Indigenous-led clean energy projects able to connect to BC’s integrated electricity grid.

Optional Authorization
With your consent, New Relationship Trust may share this application and supporting materials with other entities to better support small scale Indigenous-led clean energy projects able to connect to BC’s integrated electricity grid.  Please indicate whether you consent to have your responses shared with the following:
	A) Departments or Agencies across the Government of Canada
	☐Yes
	☐No

	B) Departments or Ministries across the Government of British Columbia
	☐Yes
	☐No



BC Hydro is a member of the BCICEI program development team and will be reviewing all submissions and supporting materials as part of the program design process. The data provided in these materials will only be used by BC Hydro for the purposes of program design.  If you would like to have any project details anonymized, please advise the NRT with your submission. 		
	Thank you for responding to this Request for Information.

Please submit your completed form by 4 pm on May 26, 2025 to bciceiapplications@nrtf.ca 
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